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BEING a
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NOW

2. This
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READ a
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Development
63'! and 692
amended;

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF TABER

IN THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA

BYLAW NO. 1966

of the Municipal District of Taber in the Province of Alberta, to adopt an lntermunicipal
between the Municipal District of Taber and lhe Town of Taber pursuant to sections

the Municipal Government Act, Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000, Chapter M-26, as

thjs --234- day of-&bary-, 2021

WHEREAS that have common boundaries are required by provlncial legislation to
planning efforts to address common planning matters that transcend municipal

boundaries the adoption of an intermunicipal development plan applicable to those areas of
land lying with the boundaries of the municipalities as they consider necessary:

the purpose of ihe Municipal Dislrict of Taber and Town of Taber lntermunicipal
Development is to foster on-going cooperation, collaboration, coordination, and communicaiion

matters and issues of mutual interest through policy applicable within the agreed
development plan boundary as defined within the plan;

both lhe councils of the Municipal Diskict of Taber and the Town of Taber agree that

it is to their benefit to establish joint planning policies, and this negotiation and agreement
cooperative approach between the two municipalities and the desire to see well-

and managed growth.

the municipality must prepare a corresponding bylaw and provide for its

consideration a public hearing.

Act, Revised
of Taber duly

under the authority and subject to the provisions of the Munieipal Government
of Alberta 2OOO, Chapter M-26 as amended, the Council of the Municipal District

hereby enacts the following

That the
attached

Municipal Distriet of Taber and Town of Taber lntermunicipal Development Plan,

be adopted.

upon adoption, shall be cited as the Municipal District of Taber and Town of Taber

Development Plan Bylaw.

District of Taber and Town of Taber lntermunicipal Development Plan Bylaw No'
amendments thereto, is hereby rescinded.

shall come into effect upon third and final reading thereof

READ a First this -d1- day of .lsne-, 2020.

time this 23'd day of-Egb$3IY-, 2021

The
1767

READ a Third

SIGNED and tnir6da^vor .Fhl rory ,2021



 



TOWN OF TABER

BYLAW NO. 12-2020

BEING A BYLAW OF THE TOWN OF TABER, IN THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA, FOR
THE PURPOSE OF ADOPTING AN INTERMUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
BETWEEN THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF TABER AND THE TOWN OF TABER.

WHEREAS section 631 AND 692 of the Municipal Government Act (Alberta, R.S.A. 2000,
Chapter M-26, and amendments thereto) permits a Council to (XDetall applicable
purposeX);

AND WHEREAS Council acknowledges that municipalities that have common boundaries
are required by provincial legislation to expand Intermunicipal planning efforts to address
common planning matters that transcend municipal boundaries through the adoption of an
Intermunicipal development plan applicable to those areas of land lying within the
boundaries of the municipalities as they consider necessary:

AND WHEREAS the purpose of the Municipal District of Taber and Town of Taber
Intermunicipal Development Plan is to foster on-going cooperation, collaboration,
coordination and communication regarding planning matters and issues of mutual interest
through policy applicable within the agreed upon Intermunicipal development plan boundary
as defined within the plan;

AND WHEREAS both the councils of the Municipal District of Taber and the Town of Taber
agree that it is to their mutual benefit to establish joint planning policies, and this negotiation
and agreement reflects a continuing cooperative approach between the two municipalities
and the desire to see well-planned, orderly, and managed growth;

AND WHEREAS the municipality must prepare a corresponding bylaw and provide for its
consideration at a public hearing;

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Town of Taber in the Province of Alberta, duly
assembled, hereby enacts as follows;

1.0 NAME OF BYLAW

This Bylaw may be cited as the "Municipal District of Taber and Town of Taber
Intermunicipal Development Plan Bylaw"

2.0 DEFINITIONS

In this Bylaw:

Act means the Municipal Government Act,
Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000,
Chapter M-26 as amended;

Bylaw means the Municipal District of Taber
and Town of Taber Intermunicipal
Development Plan Bylaw established by
the Municipality;

Page 1 of 2



TOWN OF TABER

BYLAW NO. 12-2020

Chief Administrative Officer means the Chief Administrative Officer

for the Town, regardless of the specific
title that may be conferred on the Officer
by Council from time to time;

Council

Municipality

means the Council for the Town of

Taber;

means the Town of Taber;

3.0 INTENTION OF TOWN COUNCIL

That the Municipal District of Taber and Town of Taber Intermunicipa! Development
Plan, attached hereto, be adopted.

It is the intention of the Town Council that each separate provision of this Bylaw shall
be deemed independent of all other provisions herein and it is further the intention of
the Town Council that if any provision of the Bylaw be declared invalid, all other
provisions thereof shall remain valid and enforceable.

4.0 RESCINDED OR AMENDED BYLAWS

Bylaw No. 7-2007, and any amendments thereto, is hereby repealed in Its entirety.

5.0 EFFECTIVE DATE

This Bylaw shall take effect on the day of the final passing and the signatures of the
chief elected official and duly authorized designated officer thereof.

RES. 275/2020 Read a first time this 22'̂ '̂ day of June, 2020.
RES. 100/2021 Read a second time this 8'̂ day of March, 2021.
RES. 101/2021 Read a third time and finally passed this 8**^ day of March, 2021.

TOWN OF TABER

MAYOR

INTERIM CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER (C.A.O)
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PART 1   INTRODUCTION 

1.1   Purpose of the Plan 

With a history of intermunicipal plans dating to 1994, the Municipal District of Taber (MD) and the 

Town of Taber (Town) have long recognized that the land within an Intermunicipal Development Plan 

(IDP) boundary is of mutual interest warranting a collaborative approach to planning.  A complex 

development pattern within the Plan boundary has evolved, originating from the historic Town of 

Taber settlement, agricultural, coal-mining and oil and gas activities, the location of the three 

provincial highways, the CPR rail-line corridor, irrigation canals and pipeline rights-of-way, and the 

close proximity of the Oldman River Valley.  This unique development pattern results in multi-faceted 

linkages and sometimes conflicts between the land use activities in each municipality, furthering the 

need for a coordinated planning strategy to help balance municipal interests, minimize negative 

impacts, and realize opportunities. 

The Town of Taber acknowledges the Municipal District of Taber’s general land use philosophy and 

policies to support, protect and encourage agricultural operations, while allowing non-agricultural 

development deemed appropriate to help diversify the economy and tax base.  The Municipal District 

of Taber acknowledges that the Town of Taber is an important regional services centre and that the 

Town’s development goals include economic prosperity, environmental responsibility, maximizing 

existing infrastructure and promoting sustainable design.  Both municipalities respect these municipal 

interests and support a shared vision for future growth within the IDP boundary that facilitates 

mutually beneficial planning processes and outcomes and provides opportunity for enhanced 

cooperation, collaboration, coordination and communication, wherever possible. From the 

perspective of both municipalities, enhanced management of the land within the Intermunicipal 

Development Plan Area (Plan Area) will prove advantageous for the long-range interests of the 

municipalities and their residents. 

The IDP serves as a planning tool providing guidance to decision-makers through the agreed upon 

planning policies that apply to land within the Plan Area.  The Plan is intended to support consideration 

of municipal interests in decision making and provide the framework for working cooperatively and 

fostering intermunicipal opportunities by providing a forum to discuss planning matters of mutual 

concern or interest.  The IDP is not intended to affect municipal authority to make decisions, however, 

as each municipality is ultimately responsible for making decisions on matters within their own 

municipal jurisdiction using the procedures and policies agreed to in the Plan. 

 

 

 

 



 

Municipal District of Taber & Town of Taber 

4 Intermunicipal Development Plan Bylaw No. 1966 & Bylaw No. 12-2020 

IN
TR

O
D

U
C

TI
O

N
  

 
 

1.2   Guiding Principles & Goals of the IDP 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

The following guiding principles served to inform the preparation of the IDP and are the foundation 

for the goals and policies that follow: 

1. The IDP is a long-range planning document that will help promote consistent decision making 

within the respective municipalities and facilitate orderly and efficient development patterns 

to the benefit of both municipalities. 

2. Opportunities for cooperation, collaboration, coordination, and communication are 

essential components of an effective intermunicipal relationship and should serve as the basic 

tenets of planning policy and how the Plan is interpreted and implemented. 

3. The Plan needs to recognize and respect that both municipalities should be afforded the 

opportunity for growth and development to ensure continued vitality and will attempt to 

balance municipal interests and support mutually beneficial outcomes to the extent possible. 

4. The IDP must be adaptable to allow consideration of changing needs, evolving relationships, 

and uncertainty in anticipating all circumstances. 

PLAN GOALS 

The intended goals of the Intermunicipal Development Plan are: 

1. To enhance quality of life in both municipalities. 

2. To promote an orderly and efficient development pattern within the Plan Area that recognizes 

and balances the long-range interests of the MD and the Town while minimizing potential for 

intermunicipal conflict. 

3. To provide a clear policy framework that serves to guide future planning decisions, affording 

more certainty for and better coordination of development within the Plan Area. 

4. To facilitate economic opportunities and foster collaborative relationships that enable both 

municipalities to grow and prosper individually and together in a regional context. 

5. To coordinate the provision of infrastructure and services across jurisdictional boundaries 

where opportunities exist and enable possible joint ventures to promote efficient planning 

and delivery of services. 

6. To strengthen the relationship between the Town and the MD through planning processes 

that foster working cooperatively. 

7. To facilitate intermunicipal communication in planning matters.  
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1.3   Legislative Requirements 

This Plan has been prepared in accordance with the legislative requirements of the Municipal 

Government Act (MGA) and the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan (SSRP), which encourages 

cooperation and coordination between neighbouring municipalities. 

Specifically, the MGA requires: 

631(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), 2 or more councils of municipalities that have common 

boundaries and that are not members of a growth region as defined in section 708.01 must, by 

each passing a bylaw in accordance with this Part or in accordance with sections 12 and 692, adopt 

an intermunicipal development plan to include those areas of land lying within the boundaries of 

the municipalities as they consider necessary.  

631(8) An intermunicipal development plan  

(a) must address 

(i) the future land use within the area, 

(ii) the manner of and the proposals for future development in the area, 

(iii) the provision of transportation systems for the area, either generally or 

specifically,  

(iv)  the co-ordination of intermunicipal programs relating to the physical, social and 

economic development of the area,  

(v)  environmental matters within the area, either generally or specifically, and 

(vi)  any other matter related to the physical, social or economic development of the 

area that the councils consider necessary, 

and 

(b) must include 

(i) a procedure to be used to resolve or attempt to resolve any conflict between the 

municipalities that have adopted the plan, 

(ii) a procedure to be used, by one or more municipalities, to amend or repeal the 

plan, and 

(iii) provisions relating to the administration of the plan. 

The South Saskatchewan Regional Plan came into effect September 1, 2014.  The SSRP uses a 

cumulative effects management approach to set policy direction for municipalities to achieve 

environmental, economic and social outcomes within the South Saskatchewan Region through 2024.  

Pursuant to section 13 of the Alberta Land Stewardship Act (ALSA), regional plans are legislative 

instruments.  The SSRP has four key parts including the Introduction, Strategic Plan, Implementation 

Plan and Regulatory Details Plan.  Pursuant to section 15(1) of ALSA, the Regulatory Details of the SSRP 

are enforceable as law and bind the Crown, decision-makers, local governments and all other persons 

while the remaining portions are statements of policy to inform and are not intended to have binding 

legal effect. 
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The Regional Plan is guided by the vision, outcomes and intended directions set by the Strategic Plan 

portion of the SSRP while the Implementation Plan establishes the objectives and the strategies that 

will be implemented to achieve the regional vision.  As part of the Implementation Plan, Section 8: 

Community Development includes guidance regarding Planning Cooperation and Integration between 

municipalities with the intention to foster cooperation and coordination between neighbouring 

municipalities and between municipalities and provincial departments, boards and agencies.  Section 8 

contains the following broad objectives and strategies. 

Objectives 

 Cooperation and coordination are fostered among all land use planners and decision-

makers involved in preparing and implementing land plans and strategies. 

 Knowledge sharing among communities is encouraged to promote the use of planning 

tools and the principles of efficient use of land to address community development in the 

region.  

Strategies 

8.1 Work together to achieve the shared environmental, economic, and social outcomes in the 

South Saskatchewan Regional Plan and minimize negative environmental cumulative 

effects. 

8.2 Address common planning issues, especially where valued natural features and historic 

resources are of interests to more than one stakeholder and where the possible effect of 

development transcends jurisdictional boundaries. 

8.3 Coordinate and work with each other in their respective planning activities (such as in the 

development of plans and policies) and development approval process to address issues 

of mutual interest. 

8.4 Work together to anticipate, plan and set aside adequate land with the physical 

infrastructure and services required to accommodate future population growth and 

accompanying community development needs. 

8.5 Build awareness regarding the application of land-use planning tools that reduce the 

impact of residential, commercial and industrial developments on the land, including 

approaches and best practices for promoting the efficient use of private and public lands. 

8.6 Pursue joint use agreements, regional services commissions and any other joint 

cooperative arrangements that contribute specifically to intermunicipal land use planning. 

8.7 Consider the value of intermunicipal development planning to address land use on fringe 

areas, airport vicinity protection plans or other areas of mutual interest. 

8.8 Coordinate land use planning activities with First Nations, irrigation districts, school 

boards, health authorities and other agencies on areas of mutual interest.  
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PART 2   INTERMUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN AREA 

2.1   Plan Area & Applicability 

PLAN AREA 

The Intermunicipal Development Plan Area (Plan Area) includes all lands situated a ¼ mile within the 

Town of Taber municipal boundary and extends between approximately ½ a mile to 2 miles in all 

directions into the MD of Taber from the Town of Taber municipal boundary as delineated in Map 1 – 

Intermunicipal Development Plan Area.  The extent of the Plan Area was established based upon 

analysis of the characteristics of the area illustrated in Maps 5-12 of Appendix A, consideration of 

development and growth pressures, and discussions about municipal concerns.  The resultant agreed 

upon Plan Area, encompassing approximately 10,360 acres (4,190 ha) within the MD of Taber and 

2,308 acres (934 ha) within the Town of Taber, is intended to address and accommodate 

intermunicipal matters and interests well into the future. 

APPLICABILITY OF PLAN POLICIES 

The policies of this Plan apply to all land within the Plan Area delineated on Map 1.  In circumstances 

where issues and matters of interest arise beyond this extent, the provisions and guiding principles of 

this Plan that encourage intermunicipal communication and cooperation should be utilized. 

2.2   Planning Areas A & B 

Given the varying interests within the Plan Area, it has been divided into Planning Area A and Planning 

Area B, as delineated on Map 2 – Planning Areas.  Planning Area A encompasses approximately 

5,100 acres (2,065 ha) of land and extends between ½ a mile to 1½ miles from the Town boundary. 

The configuration of the boundary for Planning Area A corresponds to the area within which 

intermunicipal interests have been determined to be of primary concern and need for intermunicipal 

coordination and collaboration.  Planning Area A includes a subset of policy areas (Policy Areas 1-6) 

which form part of the land use strategy described in Part 3 and illustrated in Map 3 – Land Use 

Strategy. 

Planning Area B includes all land outside of Planning Area A and encompasses approximately 

5,260 acres (2,130 ha).  While Planning Area B is of mutual interest, it does not require the same level 

of detailed planning as Planning Area A given existing development patterns and limited growth 

pressures. 
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PART 3   LAND USE STRATEGY 

3.1   Coordinated Growth Management 

The MD of Taber and the Town of Taber recognize the need for coordinated land use planning and 

have established an agreed upon Land Use Strategy (Map 3) addressing future land use, subdivision, 

development, and urban expansion within the Plan Area.  The Land Use Strategy is intended to 

efficiently manage growth and ensure compatible and logical development patterns that meet the 

needs of both municipalities which form the basis for the policies of this Plan.  The Land Use Strategy 

is conceptual in nature and serves as a broad framework for decision making regarding future growth 

and development. 

The Land Use Strategy is comprised of two planning areas – Planning Area A and Planning Area B 

(Map 2 – Planning Areas).  Planning Area A is the core planning area within which the interconnections 

and synergies between the municipalities are of primary significance, thereby necessitating more 

detailed planning policy.  Planning Area B, encompassing the remaining land with the IDP Area, is a 

referral area within which consideration of future land use is intended to occur as it arises. 

The policies of this section, as well as those in Part 4 addressing the natural and built environment, 

form the overarching coordinated growth management strategy for the Plan Area. 

3.2   General Plan Policies 

The general plan policies that follow are applicable to all land within the Plan Area. 

POLICIES 

3.2.1 Both municipalities recognize and respect that each should be afforded opportunity within 

their municipal jurisdiction for growth and development as a means to fulfil their respective 

community vision, diversify the economy and support the tax base. 

3.2.2 The Land Use Strategy envisioned for the Plan Area is conceptual in nature and intended to 

serve as a guide for future development. 

3.2.3 Land use concepts that may not be consistent with or are not clearly defined within the Plan 

may be considered with agreement between the two municipalities.  In such circumstances, 

the proposal must be brought before a meeting of the Intermunicipal Development Plan 

Committee to determine whether there is agreement between the two municipalities that 

the proposal can be accommodated under the current provisions of the Plan.  If either 

municipality finds the proposal constitutes a significant deviation from the provisions of the 

Plan, an IDP bylaw amendment would be required in accordance with Section 5.3. 
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3.2.4 Existing land uses with valid development permits and those uses exempted from requiring 

development permits that exist as of the date of adoption of this Plan may continue to 

operate in accordance with the provisions of the respective municipality’s land use bylaw, 

the Municipal Development Plan, other statutory plans and municipal regulations, and the 

Municipal Government Act, as applicable. 

3.2.5 New applications for subdivision or development of land within the Plan boundary are 

subject to the policies of this IDP. 

3.2.6 The IDP recognizes the established zoning of lands in each of the municipalities.  The existing 

zoning within the Intermunicipal Development Plan Area may remain as such with uses 

regulated by municipal land use bylaws for the respective land use districts. 

3.2.7 Maintaining opportunities for agricultural production and operations within the IDP Area is 

agreed to by both municipalities.  Agricultural operations and associated uses are permitted 

uses on lands zoned Rural Agricultural and Rural/Urban Fringe within the MD of Taber.  Such 

uses may operate and expand under acceptable farming practices and may be protected 

under the Agricultural Operation Practices Act. 

3.2.8 Redesignation of land to Grouped Country Residential or Grouped Rural Industrial within the 

Plan Area on land within the MD of Taber will be required to be accompanied by an Area 

Structure Plan containing the information requirements as prescribed by the Municipal 

District of Taber Municipal Development Plan, the Land Use Bylaw, and this Plan. 

3.3   Agricultural Practices 

The following agricultural land use policies are applicable to all land within the Plan Area.  Extensive 

agriculture and associated buildings are permitted uses on land zoned Rural Agricultural and 

Rural/Urban Fringe within the MD of Taber.  Both municipalities recognize the importance of 

agriculture for the local and regional economies and are committed to affording opportunity for 

continued agricultural land use within the Plan Area. 

POLICIES 

3.3.1 It is acknowledged that the Town may be affected by noise, odours or other impacts 

associated with agricultural operations from time to time and that such operations are 

protected under the MD of Taber’s right to farm policy and the Agricultural Operation 

Practices Act. 

3.3.2 Priority is placed on protection of agricultural lands to support agricultural production and 

promotion of a diversified agricultural sector.  The impact on agricultural uses should be a 

consideration when determining suitability of non-agricultural land uses. 
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3.3.3 Both municipalities will work cooperatively in encouraging and supporting good neighbour 

farming practices, such as for dust, weed, and insect control adjacent to developed areas, 

through best management practices and Alberta Agriculture guidelines. 

3.3.4 If disputes or complaints in either municipality should arise between citizens and agricultural 

operators, the municipality receiving the complaint will direct the affected parties to the 

appropriate agency, government department or municipality for consultation or resolution 

wherever possible. 

3.3.5 It is the desire of the MD and the Town to minimize potential conflict between residential 

uses and confined feeding operations (CFOs) within the IDP Area.  The Town of Taber 

supports the MD of Taber’s Municipal Development Plan policy that “confined feeding 

operations should be discouraged in the areas shown on Map 12 as “Restricted” and as 

reviewed by council from time to time” (refer to Map 12 in Appendix A for illustration of CFO 

Restricted Area).  The Natural Resources Conservation Board should consider this position in 

its evaluation of applications for new CFOs and, as such, not issue permits for new CFOs 

within the IDP Area. 

3.3.6 In regard to manure application on lands in the CFO Restricted Area, the standards and 

procedures as outlined in the Agricultural Operation Practices Act, Standards and 

Administration Regulation shall be applied. 

3.3.7 The Town agrees that it will notify and consult with the MD prior to engaging the Natural 

Resources Conservation Board or other provincial authorities should problems or complaints 

arise regarding a CFO operator’s practices. 

3.4   Planning Area A  

Planning Area A has been identified as the core planning area where intermunicipal interests are of 

most significance warranting detailed planning policy.  Planning Area A is divided into six policy areas 

(including two sub policy areas) as delineated on Map 3 – Land Use Strategy.  The vision for each policy 

area is described below, including policies applicable to land within each area. 

3.4.1   Policy Area 1 

Policy Area 1, located west of Highway 864 and north and south of Highway 3, is the most diverse of 

the policy areas in the core planning area with respect to existing land use and density of development.  

While most of the land is currently under agricultural use, the area is characterized by an assortment 

of agricultural, residential, commercial, and industrial developments, as it encompasses the Hamlet of 

Johnsons Addition, several isolated and grouped country residential subdivisions, and a small rural 

industrial/business park. 
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Excepting Johnsons Addition, it is likely agriculture will remain the predominant land use within this 

policy area for some time given the high-quality soils, investment in irrigation infrastructure, and the 

MD of Taber’s subdivision policies which are intended to minimize the fragmentation of the 

agricultural land base.  However, recognizing the existing non-agricultural development pattern, the 

potential for future expansion of municipal services into the area, and the proximity to the highway 

network, Policy Area 1 has been identified as an area which may be suitable for additional future 

isolated and grouped country residential, light industrial and business uses compatible with 

surrounding development. 

POLICIES 

POLICY AREA 1 

3.4.1.1 In addition to the isolated country residential and non-residential uses allowable under the 

existing zoning, grouped country residential and grouped rural industrial subdivision and 

development may be considered suitable within Policy Area 1 in accordance with an adopted 

Area Structure Plan. 

3.4.1.2 Light industrial and business development that has strictly controlled or no noxious or 

nuisance effects such as emissions, odour, noise, vibration or glare, will generally be 

considered suitable within Policy Area 1. Compatibility of industrial and business 

development with neighbouring uses and potential future residential uses should be a 

consideration in siting of such development. 

3.4.1.3 Private commercial recreational and highway commercial subdivision and development may 

be permitted within Policy Area 1 with consideration given to compatibility with 

neighbouring uses and potential future residential uses. 

3.4.1.4 Subdivision and development of land within the Rural Agricultural and Rural/Urban Fringe 

zoning districts may be permitted in Policy Area 1 in accordance with the MD of Taber’s 

subdivision policies and applicable land use district provisions. 

3.4.1.5 Additional subdivision within the Hamlet of Johnsons Addition requiring individual private 

sewage treatment systems will be discouraged due to on-site servicing constraints. 

3.4.1.6 For any proposed Area Structure Plan within Policy Area 1, an Overlay Plan will be required 

to demonstrate how the proposal can accommodate future redevelopment to higher 

densities and coordination of road networks and servicing corridors between the two 

municipalities. 
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3.4.2   Policy Areas 2 & 2A 

Policy Area 2 is intended to capitalize on the proximity to provincial Highways 3 and 36 and the 

economic opportunities it affords.  Building on the established commercial corridor that has developed 

south of Highway 3 within each municipality, this policy area has been identified as ideal for future 

highway commercial, large-scale commercial, and other business and light industry that can be 

compatibly located with surrounding uses.  As such, new residential development within Policy Area 2, 

both grouped and isolated, should be discouraged.  The limited existing residential development is 

envisioned to remain with consideration of transitioning to non-residential uses in the future. 

In November of 2019, Alberta Transportation endorsed the Highway 3 Functional Planning Study – 

West of Burdett to West of Taber, which includes twinning of Highway 3 to the east of the Town of 

Taber and a recommended rerouting alignment south of the Town of Taber.  The potential future 

realignment of Highway 3 to the south of Town provides possibilities for expansion of the commercial 

corridor southward along Highway 36.  Policy Area 2A reflects this opportunity and is likewise 

identified as an area that may be suitable for future highway commercial, large scale commercial and 

other business and industrial uses.  

It is acknowledged the feasibility of certain commercial uses with high customer volumes, such as fast 

food restaurants, hotels and motels and big box retailers, in both Policy Areas 2 and 2A, may be 

dependent on the availability of municipal sewer and potable water services.  Servicing requirements 

will need to be assessed at the time of proposed development and may require intermunicipal 

discussion and coordination. 

POLICIES 

POLICY AREA 2 

3.4.2.1 Policy Area 2 is intended to serve as an opportunity area for highway commercial, large scale 

commercial, and other business and light industrial uses which can be compatibly located 

with surrounding uses.  Future land use within Policy Area 2 should be primarily non-

residential in nature. 

3.4.2.2 Grouped country residential subdivisions should be discouraged within Policy Area 2 unless 

compatibility with future uses can be demonstrated in an adopted Area Structure Plan.  

3.4.2.3 New isolated country residences should be discouraged within Policy Area 2 unless 

compatibility with future uses can be demonstrated in an Overlay Plan or Conceptual Design 

Scheme.  Existing residential uses within Policy Area 2 may continue to be accommodated in 

accordance with the applicable land use district provisions in the MD of Taber Land Use 

Bylaw.  
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3.4.2.4 Subdivision and development of non-residential uses may be permitted in Policy Area 2 in 

accordance with the MD of Taber’s subdivision policies and applicable land use district 

provisions. 

3.4.2.5 Through the application review process, development proposals within Policy Area 2 will 

include evaluation of servicing needs for potable water and sewage disposal based on the 

intensity of development. 

3.4.2.6 To maximize development potential within Policy Area 2, siting of new development will 

include consideration of future roadway circulation needs and possible servicing alignments 

for coordination with the Town.  Developers may be required to submit an Overlay Plan to 

demonstrate how the proposal can accommodate coordination of road networks and 

servicing corridors between the two municipalities. 

POLICY AREA 2A 

3.4.2.7 Grouped country residential subdivision should be discouraged in Policy Area 2A unless 

compatibility with future uses can be demonstrated in accordance with an adopted Area 

Structure Plan.  

3.4.2.8 Grouped rural industrial subdivision and development may be considered suitable within 

Policy Area 2A in accordance with an adopted Area Structure Plan. 

3.4.2.9 Subdivision and development of residential and non-residential uses on land within the Rural 

Agricultural and Rural/Urban Fringe districts may be permitted in Policy Area 2A in 

accordance with the MD of Taber’s subdivision policies and applicable land use district 

provisions. 

3.4.2.10 Private commercial recreational and highway commercial subdivision and development may 

be permitted within Policy Area 2A with consideration given to compatibility with 

neighbouring uses and potential future uses. 

3.4.2.11 Developers may be required to submit an Overlay Plan to demonstrate how the proposal can 

accommodate coordination of road networks and servicing corridors in neighbouring policy 

areas. 
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3.4.3   Policy Areas 3 & 3A 

Located immediately south of the town boundary, Policy Areas 3 and 3A are identified by the Town of 

Taber as potential future urban growth areas.  Except for the Town of Taber’s water reservoir and a 

few isolated country residences, these areas have not been fragmented by subdivision.  The MD of 

Taber recognizes that fragmentation of land within these areas may jeopardize future urban expansion 

and, as such, will restrict grouped country and grouped industrial subdivision unless otherwise 

mutually agreed upon. 

Policy Area 3 is envisioned to remain predominantly agricultural in nature.  Approval of isolated 

residential and non-agricultural land uses allowable under the current Rural/Urban Fringe zoning 

designation within this policy area will require careful consideration to ensure future urban expansion 

can be reasonably accommodated.  Policy Area 3A is likewise envisioned to remain predominantly 

agricultural, however, given its proximity to Highway 36, may be suited for highway commercial and 

other business and light industrial uses that can be compatibly located with the nearby urban 

residential uses. 

POLICIES 

POLICY AREAS 3 & 3A 

3.4.3.1 Grouped country residential and grouped rural industrial subdivisions will be restricted 

within Policy Areas 3 and 3A unless otherwise mutually agreed upon by the MD and the 

Town. 

3.4.3.2 Policy Area 3 should remain predominantly agricultural in nature.  Consultation with the 

Town of Taber and the Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee will be undertaken in 

advance of approval of any subdivision or development application to ensure compatibility 

with future urban expansion is considered.  A coordinated (joint) Area Structure Plan may be 

considered between the Town and the MD within Policy Areas 3 and 3A. 

3.4.3.3 Policy Area 3A may be considered suitable for future highway commercial and other business 

and light industrial uses that can be compatibly located with the nearby urban residential 

development in the Town of Taber.  Consultation with the Town of Taber and the 

Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee will be undertaken in advance of approval of 

any proposal to redesignate land to a commercial use, and all subdivision and development 

applications to ensure compatibility with future urban expansion is considered. 

3.4.3.4 To address intermunicipal stormwater management concerns within Policy Areas 3 and 3A, 

subdivision and development proposals shall be required to address potential drainage 

impacts and consider stormwater capacity needs. 
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3.4.3.5 The MD and the Town, through the Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee, should 

continue to discuss intermunicipal stormwater management needs within Policy Areas 3 and 

3A and investigate opportunities for jointly developing and implementing stormwater 

management planning, where feasible. 

3.4.4   Policy Area 4 

Policy Area 4 is of mutual interest to the MD and the Town as it has been identified as a potential 

industrial node likely to generate regional economic and employment benefits.  Given the land uses 

approved in the Town of Taber’s adjacent Eureka Industrial Area Structure Plan, the proximity to 

Highway 36 and the potential for expansion of municipal water and sewer servicing, this area offers 

great opportunity for a variety of industrial and business development ranging from large scale 

industrial, including food processing and production, to small scale business. 

POLICIES 

POLICY AREA 4 

3.4.4.1 Policy Area 4 may be considered suitable for industrial and business development, including 

isolated and grouped rural industrial development, highway commercial development and 

other complementary industrial and business uses.  Future land use within Policy Area 4 

should be primarily non-residential in nature. 

3.4.4.2 Proposals for industrial and business development within Policy Area 4 will include 

evaluation of servicing needs in accordance with policy 5.2.6, and:  

a) where municipal potable water and/or sewer services are unavailable, industrial and 

business uses requiring such services will typically be encouraged to locate within the 

Town to make efficient use of existing infrastructure; or 

b) when mutually agreed upon by the Town and the MD, municipal potable water and/or 

sewer services from the Town may be extended into Policy Area 4 in accordance with 

Section 4.3; or 

c) industrial and business uses not requiring municipal potable water and/or sewer services 

may be permitted in Policy Area 4 in accordance with the applicable MD of Taber Land 

Use Bylaw requirements. 

3.4.4.3 Grouped country residential subdivisions should be discouraged within Policy Area 4 unless 

compatibility with future uses can be demonstrated in accordance with an adopted Area 

Structure Plan.  Subdivision of existing residential uses may be permitted in Policy Area 4 with 

consideration of compatibility with future non-residential uses. 
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3.4.4.4 New isolated country residences should be discouraged within Policy Area 4 unless 

compatibility with future uses can be demonstrated in an Overlay Plan or Conceptual Design 

Scheme. Existing residential uses may continue to be accommodated in accordance with the 

applicable land use district provisions in the MD of Taber Land Use Bylaw.  

3.4.4.5 Subdivision and development of non-residential uses may be permitted in Policy Area 4 in 

accordance with the MD of Taber’s subdivision policies and applicable land use district 

provisions. 

3.4.4.6 To facilitate coordinated growth, subdivision and development will be required to consider 

through the planning process potential for future road networks and servicing corridors 

connecting the MD and the Town.  Developers may be required to submit an Overlay Plan to 

demonstrate how the proposal can accommodate coordination of road networks and 

servicing corridors between the two municipalities. 

3.4.5   Policy Area 5 

Policy Area 5 encompasses the Municipal District of Taber Park – a seasonal public campground and 

day use recreation area owned and operated by the MD.  Adjacent to the Oldman River and 

incorporating coulee land to the south, this area is geographically unique distinguished by floodplains, 

regionally environmentally significant areas, potential historic and natural resources, and areas with 

hazard potential such as steep and unstable slopes.  The area is intended to remain a municipal park 

and under MD ownership given the site characteristics and the terms of the purchase agreement with 

the province obligating primary use of the land for a public recreational and nature use. 

POLICIES 

POLICY AREA 5 

3.4.5.1 Public recreational uses will be the primary land use within Policy Area 5.  The Municipal 

District of Taber Park may operate and expand as deemed appropriate by the MD of Taber. 

3.4.5.2 Approval of any subdivision and development adjacent to Policy Area 5 will include 

consideration of compatibility with recreational uses and potential impacts to the Municipal 

District of Taber Park and its natural environment, including impacts from drainage, 

subsidence, and coulee sloughing. 

3.4.6   Policy Area 6 

Policy Area 6 incorporates the remaining land within the Planning Area A that is of mutual interest.  

Unlike other policy areas, defining future land uses within Policy Area 6 has been determined to be 

premature and unnecessary at this time considering the existing development pattern and the minimal 

pressures for development. 
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Agricultural operations and activities, including limited isolated country residential and rural industrial 

development are currently the predominant land uses within Policy Area 6.  Given the high-quality 

soils, the investment in irrigation infrastructure and the MD’s policies to protect agricultural uses and 

land, the area is likely to continue to remain primarily agricultural in nature for some time.  Should 

Highway 3 be realigned south of the Town of Taber, a review of Policy Area 6 may be necessary to 

address potential development pressures that may be created on land in proximity to the highway.  

However, for the time being, subdivision and development within this policy area, including proposals 

for highway commercial, private recreation, grouped country residential and grouped rural industrial 

will be addressed through the intermunicipal review process established under Part 5. 

POLICIES 

POLICY AREA 6 

3.4.6.1 Subdivision and development of land may be permitted in Policy Area 6 in accordance with 

the MD of Taber’s subdivision policies, applicable land use district provisions, and provisions 

of policy 3.4.6.2. 

3.4.6.2 Subdivision and development applications received on land within Policy Area 6 will be 

circulated for review and comment in accordance with Part 5 of this Plan.  Coordination of 

established road alignments and servicing corridors within neighbouring policy areas should 

be considered in the siting of development and design of subdivisions. 

3.4.6.3 Any proposal involving redesignation of land to a district other than Rural Agricultural or 

Rural/Urban Fringe districts will require consideration of compatibility with existing 

agricultural uses and future land uses envisioned within adjacent policy areas. 

3.4.6.4 Need for stormwater detention capacity has been identified by the Town of Taber in 

NW¼ 29-9-16-4.  Subdivision and development proposals within this area will be required to 

demonstrate adequate provisions for stormwater management.    

3.4.6.5 The MD and the Town, through the IDP Committee, should discuss intermunicipal 

stormwater management needs within Policy Area 6 and investigate opportunities for jointly 

developing and implementing stormwater management planning, where feasible. 

3.5   Planning Area B  

Planning Area B, encompassing the remaining land within the IDP Area (refer to Map 3 – Land Use 

Strategy), is a referral area within which consideration of future land use is intended to occur as it 

arises.  The predominant land use within Planning Area B is currently agricultural.  It is envisioned that 

agricultural land uses will continue to be the primary land use while providing opportunities for non-

agricultural development in accordance with the MD of Taber’s Land Use Bylaw, Municipal 

Development Plan Policies and consideration of compatibility with surrounding land uses and 

integration of road network and service corridors established in Planning Area A. 
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POLICIES 

PLANNING AREA B 

3.5.1 Subdivision and development of land may be permitted in Planning Area B in accordance with 

the MD of Taber’s subdivision policies, applicable land use district provisions, and provisions 

of policy 3.5.2. 

3.5.2 Subdivision and development applications received on land within Planning Area B will be 

circulated for review and comment in accordance with Part 5 of this Plan.  Coordination of 

established road alignments and servicing corridors within neighbouring policy areas should 

be considered in the siting of development and design of subdivisions. 

3.5.3 Any proposal involving redesignation of land to a designation other than Rural Agricultural 

or Rural/Urban Fringe districts will require consideration of compatibility with existing 

agricultural uses and future land uses envisioned within adjacent policy areas. 

3.6   Urban Growth & Annexation 

It is recognized that the Town of Taber may need to expand its boundaries at some point to support 

continued urban growth.  A clearly defined annexation procedure will help guide the annexation 

process and maximize opportunities for information sharing between the municipalities and affected 

landowners. 

POLICIES 

3.6.1 Policy Areas 3 and 3A on Map 3 are recognized as future expansion areas for the Town of 

Taber.  The MD will strive to protect these areas from fragmentation and incompatible land 

uses that may compromise future urban expansion.  Consultation with the Town of Taber in 

accordance with the provisions of this Plan will be undertaken in advance of approval of any 

subdivision or development application within the identified urban expansion areas to 

ensure compatibility with future urban expansion is considered. 

3.6.2 Annexation boundaries should follow legal boundaries and respect natural features to avoid 

creating fragmented patterns of municipal jurisdiction. 

3.6.3 To facilitate information sharing and cooperation, annexation proposals will be referred to 

the affected municipality for comment and the Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee 

for discussion prior to filing a notice of intent to annex with the Municipal Government Board. 

3.6.4 Landowners affected by an annexation proposal must be notified by the municipality 

initiating annexation in advance of filing a notice of intent to annex with the Municipal 

Government Board. 



 

Municipal District of Taber & Town of Taber 

24 Intermunicipal Development Plan Bylaw No. 1966 & Bylaw No. 12-2020 

 
 

 
 

LA
N

D
 U

S
E
 S

TR
A

TE
G

Y
 

3.6.5 If issues or concerns with an annexation proposal are identified by either municipality that 

cannot be resolved through the Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee, the dispute 

resolution process in Part 6 of this Plan should be initiated. 

3.6.6 A proposal for annexation should be accompanied by a growth study or report which 

describes the rational and demonstrated need for the annexation of land, outlines proposed 

uses of the land, addresses municipal servicing capability, identifies any financial impacts to 

both municipalities and proposed means to mitigate impacts, and discusses consistency with 

statutory plans and applicable regional plans. 

3.6.7 Either municipality may initiate an application for annexation without a growth study or 

report if the proposal is for a minor boundary adjustment to accommodate existing title 

property line reconfigurations, roads, canals, or utility rights-of-way that may be split by 

municipal boundaries. 

3.6.8 Within one year after a Municipal Government Board Order approving an annexation, the 

Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee will review the IDP boundary to determine 

whether amendments to the Plan are warranted. 

3.7   Other Areas of Mutual Interest 

The MD of Taber Airport and the Town of Taber wastewater treatment facility and associated pivot 

lands are recognized as significant transportation and servicing infrastructure vital to the ongoing 

success of each municipality.  These municipally owned facilities are located on lands separated from 

the Intermunicipal Development Plan Area by the Oldman River and the steeply sloping topography of 

the river valley, which serves as a natural boundary for the Plan Area.   

An extension of the Plan boundary to include these facilities was mutually determined to be 

unnecessary at this time.  Despite being located outside of the Plan Area, both municipalities have 

agreed to establish a special policy area recognizing the importance of this municipal infrastructure.   

The following policies apply to the MD of Taber Airport and the Town of Taber wastewater facilities 

and associated pivot lands identified on Map 3 as Other Areas of Mutual Interest: 

3.7.1 Both municipalities recognize the airport is of regional significance and are supportive of its 

growth and expansion to accommodate local and regional economic benefit whenever 

possible. 

3.7.2 Proposed development within proximity of the MD of Taber Airport will require careful 

review and consideration to ensure federal height restrictions and obstacle clearance areas 

are maintained and safety is not compromised by land uses that have the potential to create 

flight hazards such as those described in federal publication TP1247, Aviation: Land Use in 

the Vicinity of Aerodromes or successive publications. 
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3.7.3 Both municipalities recognize the importance of ensuring ongoing operation of the Town of 

Taber wastewater treatment facilities and associated pivot lands.   The MD of Taber will 

protect the Town of Taber wastewater treatment facility and pivot lands from incompatible 

land uses on adjacent land which may unduly affect safety and operations.   

3.7.4 Redesignation, subdivision and development of land within 300 metres of the working area 

of the Town of Taber wastewater treatment facility for schools, hospitals, food 

establishments or residential uses will not be permitted in accordance with the applicable 

provisions of the Subdivision and Development Regulation.   

3.7.5 The Town of Taber will practice good landowner responsibilities for their lands within the MD 

of Taber and ensure that best practices regarding operation of the wastewater treatment 

facilities and associated pivot lands is used. 
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PART 4   NATURAL & BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

The policies of this section address matters of intermunicipal relevance associated with the natural 

and built environment that typically transcend municipal boundaries, including natural and historic 

resources and stormwater management, utilities and servicing, transportation, and intermunicipal 

cooperation and coordination. 

4.1   Natural & Historic Resources 

Both municipalities recognize the connection between the natural environment and quality of life and 

the need to consider environmental protection, preservation and enhancement as part of the planning 

process.  The following policies are intended to minimize potential intermunicipal concerns regarding 

environmental matters. 

POLICIES 

4.1.1 When making land use decisions, each municipality will: 

a) consider measures that minimize potential impacts to the Oldman River and Taber Lake; 

and 

b) consider appropriate land use setbacks in the vicinity of significant water resources and 

other water and drainage features to maintain water quality, flood water conveyance 

and storage, bank stability and habitat. 

4.1.2 Subdivision and development of lands should consider potential impacts to natural and 

historic resources in an identified Environmentally Significant Area or on lands that may 

contain Historic Resource Value (HRV). 

4.1.3 Both municipalities should consider the provincial Wetland Policy when making land use 

decisions with the goal of sustaining environment and economic benefits.  The developer, 

not the municipalities, is responsible for ensuring compliance with the provincial policy and 

any associated regulations. 

4.1.4 Each municipality encourages applicants of subdivision and development proposals to 

consult with the respective municipality, irrigation district, and provincial departments, as 

applicable, regarding water supply, drainage, setbacks from sensitive lands, and other 

planning matters relevant to the natural environment in advance of submitting a proposal. 

4.1.5 For subdivision proposals within the Plan Area in the MD of Taber, municipal and 

environmental reserve will be in accordance with the Municipal Development Plan policies 

of the MD of Taber. 
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4.2   Stormwater Management 

Intermunicipal cooperation and coordination is required with respect to stormwater management, as 

natural drainage courses and impacts extend beyond municipal boundaries.  Both municipalities will 

require developers to address stormwater management as part of the planning process and will strive 

to coordinate stormwater management initiatives where feasible. 

POLICIES 

4.2.1 Developers undertaking subdivision or development in either municipal jurisdiction will be 

required to address stormwater management as part of their proposal and are responsible 

for obtaining any necessary approvals from Alberta Environment and Parks that may be 

required with respect to the provincial Water Act, including any necessary approvals and 

acceptance of a stormwater management plan by Alberta Transportation, an irrigation 

district, and/or any other applicable department or ministry.   

4.2.2 Any subdivision and development that may have a drainage impact on the adjacent 

municipality will require consultation with the affected municipality through the planning 

review process. 

4.2.3 Where feasible, the municipalities should encourage developers to consider low-impact 

stormwater design measures such as bio-retention areas, bio-swales, naturalized storm 

ponds and other initiatives to enhance positive environmental outcomes. 

4.2.4 The municipalities should consult with one another in advance of the approval of any master 

or regional drainage plan that has the potential to affect the other municipality.  Coordination 

of stormwater management initiatives is encouraged where feasible. 

4.3   Utilities & Servicing 

Recognizing the potential benefits of a coordinated planning approach in the provision of utilities and 

servicing, both municipalities are open to discussing opportunities and establishing processes that 

promote collaboration where possible and enable compatible and functional servicing between 

municipal boundaries. 

POLICIES 

4.3.1 The MD and the Town acknowledge there may be opportunities for mutual benefit in the 

provision of intermunicipal utilities and servicing within the Plan Area.  As such circumstances 

arise, the matter should be referred to the Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee for 

discussion regarding possible collaborative initiatives. 
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4.3.2 Both municipalities recognize the importance of efficient provision of utilities and servicing 

within the Plan Area and agree to coordinate with one another in determining compatible 

design and alignments where utility and servicing infrastructure intersect the municipal 

boundaries where practicable. 

4.3.3 The MD and the Town should share information with each other about proposals involving 

major expansion of utilities and municipal services within their jurisdictions to facilitate 

collaboration and coordinate planning efforts within the Plan Area where practicable. 

4.3.4 Proposed subdivision and development within the Plan Area on lands in the MD of Taber may 

benefit from receiving municipal water and/or sewer servicing from the Town of Taber (Town 

servicing).  Where Town servicing is proposed by a developer, written agreement for such 

must firstly be established with the Town prior to an application being deemed complete.  It 

is acknowledged that, although these circumstances may arise and benefit the parties 

concerned: 

a) any proposal for Town servicing within Planning Area A or B requires approval by both 

the MD of Taber and the Town of Taber; 

b) the Town of Taber is not committed to providing any municipal water and/or sewer 

servicing outside of the Town boundary; and 

c) the MD of Taber will not decide upon applications requesting Town servicing until an 

agreement is negotiated with the Town or the project is redesigned to eliminate the 

proposed servicing. 

4.3.5 Where Town servicing for subdivision or development proposals is agreed to by the two 

municipalities, the developer will be required to enter into a servicing agreement which 

defines the costs, charges (e.g., development fees, off-site levy bylaws, etc.) and obligations 

associated with receiving municipal servicing from the Town of Taber, including the 

maintenance and ownership of infrastructure. 

4.3.6 In consideration of providing Town servicing for subdivision and development proposals as 

agreed to between the two municipalities, the MD and the Town may need to jointly 

investigate and apply funding provisions for extension of servicing applicable to developers, 

including mechanisms such as off-site levies, development charges, endeavour to assist 

agreements, and/or servicing fees. 

4.3.7 For proposals where a developer expresses interest in receiving Town servicing within 

Planning Area A or B, the MD will facilitate discussion with the Town to explore servicing 

opportunities.  Any extension of municipal water and/or sewer servicing provided by the 

Town into the Plan Area within the MD of Taber requires approval by both the MD of Taber 

and the Town of Taber. 
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4.3.8 Developers proposing grouped country residential development, grouped rural industrial 

development, or commercial and industrial uses with high volume water and sewer needs, 

such as restaurants, hotels, car/truck washes, and various manufacturing and processing 

facilities, within Planning Area A, will be encouraged to examine servicing options, including 

opportunities for Town servicing, at the preplanning stage.   

4.3.9 Private and communal water supply and sewage systems, as well as systems provided by 

commissions, cooperative, irrigation districts, municipalities, or other similar entities, are 

permitted to serve subdivision and development within Planning Areas A and B in accordance 

with the MD of Taber Land Use Bylaw, MD servicing standards, and applicable provincial 

codes, standards and regulations, however: 

a) when a recommendation for Town water and/or sewer servicing is forwarded from the 

Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee under policy 5.1.2, the MD of Taber will 

consider the recommendation and may, at its discretion, require the subdivision or 

development to be connected to such services with agreement by the Town at the cost 

of the developer; and 

b) where Town water and/or sewer services are preexisting and available to serve a 

proposed subdivision and development, the MD of Taber may, at its discretion, require 

the subdivision or development to be connected to such services with agreement by the 

Town at the cost of the developer. 

4.3.10 Receipt of Town water and/or sewer by a subdivision or development in the Plan Area within 

the MD of Taber under the policies of Section 4.3 will not constitute an annexation triggering 

event except where mutually agreed upon by the MD and the Town. 

4.3.11 Developers should consult with the irrigation district early in the project planning stages to 

ensure appropriate and compatible design in the vicinity of irrigation works. 

4.4   Transportation & Highway Entranceways (Gateways) 

An efficient and compatible transportation network is desired by both municipalities.  Policies are 

intended to foster coordination in the planning of road linkages and future alignments and provide a 

forum for consultation when dealing with transportation issues that may impact both municipalities. 

In addition to serving as major transportation routes, Provincial Highways 3, 36 and 864 are the 

gateways to and from the Town and the MD of Taber.  Recognizing the potential benefits of enhancing 

the visual appeal of these community gateways, policies are intended to encourage consideration of 

aesthetic impact of development adjacent to these highways. 

POLICIES 

4.4.1 The MD and the Town should work together to identify and coordinate alignment and design 

of major transportation routes of intermunicipal interest within the Plan Area. 
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4.4.2 An open dialogue with Alberta Transportation should be maintained to ensure Alberta 

Transportation is aware of any issues and concerns or other matters regarding the provincial 

highway network within the Plan Area.  The Town and the MD should coordinate efforts 

where mutually agreed upon when relaying issues and concerns to Alberta Transportation. 

4.4.3 Highway 864 is recognized as a key transportation corridor for the agricultural industry and 

will be designated a non-banned roadway to ensure efficient transportation of agricultural 

products, resources and equipment should assignment of jurisdiction for the highway 

transfer to the municipal level. 

4.4.4 64th Avenue within the Town of Taber is recognized as an important transportation link 

between Highway 36 and Highway 864 and will maintain a non-banned designation to 

provide a bypass route for industrial and agricultural traffic, including wide and heavy loads. 

4.4.5 The MD and the Town should work together to foster opportunities for joint transportation 

initiatives of regional interest and mutual benefit. 

4.4.6 The municipalities will notify one another of any development or subdivision proposal that 

will result in access being required from an adjoining road under the other municipality’s 

control or management in accordance with Part 5 of the Plan.  Developers may be required 

to provide trip generation information and traffic impact assessments to determine potential 

impacts and improvements required to support the proposal.  The cost for road upgrades to 

support a proposal where the existing capacity is insufficient will be at the developer’s 

expense. 

4.4.7 As part of the planning review process, consideration should be given to the potential 

impacts a proposed subdivision or development may have on the road network of the 

adjacent municipality.  Protection of future roadway alignments is of importance and will be 

a consideration in subdivision and development approvals. 

4.4.8 The MD of Taber and the Town of Taber may use their individual engineering design 

standards and right-of-way requirements for roads within their jurisdiction.  Where a road 

intersects the municipal boundary, design standards and right-of-way requirements should 

be coordinated for consistency and efficiency in the road network. 

4.4.9 Highways 3, 36, and 864 within Planning Area A and the referral area of the Town of Taber 

are recognized as community gateways.  Enhancement of the visual appeal of these 

entranceways within both municipalities is encouraged.   

4.4.10 Future development of land adjacent to the community gateways defined in policy 4.4.9 

should include consideration of potential aesthetic impacts and mitigating design measures 

as deemed appropriate by the respective municipality.   
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4.5   Intermunicipal Coordination & Collaboration 

The potential benefits of enhanced intermunicipal coordination and collaboration are recognized by 

both municipalities.  Consultation and cooperation on municipal and regional matters that may affect 

or are of interest to the municipalities are encouraged as they may result in opportunities for mutual 

benefit that may not be realized otherwise. 

POLICIES 

4.5.1 The MD and the Town will strive to work together to help foster a strong and diverse local 

economy for the benefit of the municipalities and the region as a whole. 

4.5.2 The municipalities will continue to build partnerships and foster a collaborate relationship to 

promote regional interests, where deemed appropriate, including the support of mutually 

beneficial service agreements, regional growth and development, and shared environmental, 

economic and social outcomes. 

4.5.3 Both municipalities agree to jointly discuss ways to cooperate with provincial and federal 

agencies, utility providers, irrigation districts, and other service providers to help facilitate 

efficient delivery of infrastructure and services that may transcend municipal boundaries or 

are of a mutual benefit and interest. 

4.5.4 The coordination of intermunicipal programs relating to the physical, social and economic 

development of the area will be managed through the Intermunicipal Collaborative 

Framework provisions of the Municipal Government Act and through separate agreements 

as deemed necessary and agreed to by both municipalities. 

4.5.5 Both municipalities support opportunities for information sharing and discussion and will 

continue to meet regularly to discuss matters of intermunicipal interest and concern through 

forums such as joint meetings of the council and the Intermunicipal Development Plan 

Committee. 

4.5.6 The Town and the MD should jointly meet with the Taber Irrigation District annually to 

discuss any issues, concerns or matters of mutual interest. 
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PART 5   PLAN ADMINISTRATION & IMPLEMENTATION 

Both municipalities agree successful administration and implementation of this Plan relies on 

establishing policies that facilitate information sharing and working together.  As such, the following 

polices of this section of the Plan are founded on the principles of fostering on-going communication, 

collaboration, and cooperation. 

5.1   Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee 

The administration and implementation of this Plan is intended to be an ongoing process to ensure it 

is maintained and remains applicable.  Establishment of an Intermunicipal Development Plan 

Committee with joint representation will ensure continued dialogue and cooperation, as the purpose 

of this committee is to promote active cooperation and conflict resolution through a consensus-based 

approach. 

POLICIES 

IDP COMMITTEE – ESTABLISHMENT & FUNCTION 

5.1.1 An Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee (IDP Committee) shall be established 

between the MD of Taber and Town of Taber to facilitate continued communication, 

cooperation and collaboration between the municipalities and administer the provisions of 

this Plan. 

5.1.2 The IDP Committee is an advisory body and may make comments and recommendations to 

the MD of Taber and Town of Taber for consideration.  In its advisory capacity, the IDP 

Committee does not have decision making authority or powers with respect to planning 

matters in either municipality. 

5.1.3 The IDP Committee functions to: 

a) provide a forum for discussion regarding land use and planning matters within the Plan 

Area and any other matter of intermunicipal interest or importance identified by either 

municipality; 

b) monitor issues regarding effectiveness, administration, and implementation of the Plan 

and provide recommendations for proposed amendment as warranted; 

c) review and provide comment on referrals under policy 5.2.9 and any other matters 

referred to the Committee; 

d) provide recommendations regarding intermunicipal issues, annexation proposals, and 

other matters as they relate to the Plan; and 

e) resolve disputes as indicated in Part 6 of the Plan. 
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IDP COMMITTEE COMPOSITION 

5.1.4 The IDP Committee shall be comprised of six members of council, three members of which 

are appointed from the MD of Taber Council and three members from the Town of Taber 

Council.  Each municipality may appoint an alternate committee member, who shall also be 

a member of council, in the event a regular member cannot attend an IDP Committee 

meeting.  Alternate committee members have standing when required to attend an IDP 

Committee meeting in the absence of the regular member. 

5.1.5 Members of the IDP Committee shall be appointed by their respective councils annually at 

the organizational meeting.  If a council wishes to appoint a new member to the IDP 

Committee (including the alternate) outside of the annual organizational meeting, they must 

do so by motion of council at a regular council meeting.  The municipalities shall notify one 

another upon appointing members and alternate members to the IDP Committee. 

5.1.6 At least one managerial staff member from each municipality should attend every IDP 

Committee meeting in the capacity of non-voting resource personnel to provide information 

and background information to help facilitate discussion.  Any number of additional 

personnel from either municipality may attend meetings in the capacity of non-voting 

resource personnel. 

IDP COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

5.1.7 A meeting of the IDP Committee may be held at the request of either municipality and 

convened at any time upon not less than seven days’ notice of the meeting being given to all 

members of the IDP Committee and resource personnel, stating the date, the time, purpose 

and the place of the proposed meeting.  The seven days’ notice may be waived with 2/3 of 

the IDP Committee members’ agreement noted. 

5.1.8 The municipality that called the meeting of the IDP Committee shall be responsible for 

preparing and distributing agendas, recording meeting minutes, and selecting a member 

from the respective municipality’s appointed IDP Committee members to serve as chair of 

the meeting. 

5.1.9 Quorum for IDP Committee meetings shall consist of two committee members from each 

municipality. 

5.1.10 Changes to the IDP Committee format, composition, roles, responsibilities or any aspect of 

its existence or operation may be requested by either municipality.  Any changes to the Plan 

require adoption in accordance with Plan Validity, Amendment and Repeal policy 5.3.2. 

5.1.11 In a circumstance where a matter has been referred to the IDP Committee and resolution 

cannot be found, the Dispute Resolution process in Part 6 should be initiated. 
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5.1.12 The municipalities agree to provide notification to one another when changes to senior 

administration occur in either municipality so contacts can be updated with respect to 

administration and implementation of the IDP. 

5.2   Referral Process 

To foster consistent and transparent sharing of information necessary to make decisions in accordance 

with the purpose and intent of the Plan and facilitate effective communication and coordination of 

planning matters between municipal boundaries, a formalized intermunicipal referral process is 

essential. 

For the purposes of this section, the Referral Area within the MD of Taber applies to all the land within 

Planning Areas A and B.  Within the Town of Taber, the Referral Area applies to all the land within ¼ 

of a mile of the Town boundary.  See Map 4 for an illustration of the IDP Referral Area. 

POLICIES 

GENERAL 

5.2.1 Where an intermunicipal referral is required by the Municipal Government Act or the policies 

contained in this Plan, both municipalities agree to share mailing address and property 

ownership information for circulation purposes with the adjacent municipality, and where 

applicable, the municipality’s processing agency or designate. 

5.2.2 Where an intermunicipal referral is required in accordance with policy 5.2.9 of this Plan, the 

sending or receiving municipality may request that the item be referred to the IDP Committee 

for discussion prior to issuance of a decision. 

5.2.3 The sending municipality will not issue a decision on any intermunicipal referral under policy 

5.2.9 until the response timeline in policy 5.2.10 and 5.2.11 has lapsed. 

5.2.4 Any changes made to an item referred under policy 5.2.9 that may have an impact on the 

Plan Area or municipal expansion will be recirculated to the other municipality and, if 

deemed necessary by either municipality, the IDP Committee prior to second reading or 

issuance of a decision, as applicable.  Based on the significance of the changes, the 

municipality processing the proposal will consider convening a new public hearing or 

meeting. 

JOINT ADMINISTRATIVE MEETINGS 

5.2.5 Administrative planning staff and/or representatives for the MD of Taber and Town of Taber 

will meet at least quarterly to discuss forthcoming: 

a) statutory plans and land use bylaws, including amendments, within the Referral Area or 

which may impact the Plan Area; and 
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b) subdivision and development applications, economic development ventures, school 

development, and other municipal undertakings which may have the potential to impact 

the Plan Area or may be of mutual benefit or interest. 

5.2.6 A pre-consultation meeting will be held between the MD of Taber and Town of Taber 

administrative planning staff and/or their representatives in advance of processing an 

application for any of the following proposals to discuss and identify potential intermunicipal 

planning matters and servicing needs (i.e., potable water and sewage disposal), and if 

determined necessary, staff from either municipality will forward a servicing strategy 

proposal(s) to the IDP Committee for further discussion and recommendation. 

For proposals within the Town of Taber Referral Area including: 

a) Area Structure Plan proposals and any amendments; 

b) Area Redevelopment Plan proposals and any amendments; 

c) redesignation of land, excluding proposals that are consistent with an adopted Area 

Structure Plan or Area Redevelopment Plan;  

d) access proposals from an adjoining road under the control and jurisdiction of the MD of 

Taber; and 

e) proposals for connection to municipal water, sewer and/or stormwater system under 

the control and jurisdiction of the MD of Taber. 

For proposals within the MD of Taber Planning Area A including: 

f) Area Structure Plan proposals and any amendments; 

g) Area Redevelopment Plan proposals and any amendments; 

h) redesignation of land, excluding proposals that are consistent with an adopted Area 

Structure Plan or Area Redevelopment Plan; 

i) access proposals from an adjoining road under the control and jurisdiction of the Town 

of Taber; 

j) proposals for connection to municipal water, sewer and/or stormwater system under 

the control and jurisdiction of the Town of Taber; and 

k) business and industrial uses, excluding home occupations and low intensity development 

which may not warrant the need for municipal water and sewer servicing. 

5.2.7 If both municipalities agree that a pre-consultation meeting under policy 5.2.6 is 

unnecessary, the meeting requirement may be waived. 

5.2.8 The municipalities are encouraged to refer to each other for comment on major land use or 

planning matters that have the potential to impact the other jurisdiction, (e.g., major traffic 

or employment generator, potential noxious or nuisance effects, infrastructure or servicing 

impacts, wastewater treatment facility including expansion or intensification of use, landfill, 
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composting and waste transfer sites including expansion or intensification of use, airport 

development, or other such significant impact) even if it involves lands that may not be 

located within the Referral Area. 

REQUIRED INTERMUNICIPAL REFERRALS 

5.2.9 Within the Referral Area, each municipality will circulate the following to the other 

municipality for comment prior to the public hearing: 

a) a proposed Municipal Development Plan and any amendments; 

b) a proposed land use bylaw and any amendments, including all applications to 

redesignate land and any amendment affecting permitted and discretionary uses within 

the Plan Area; 

c) a proposed Area Structure Plan and any amendments; 

d) a proposed Area Redevelopment Plan and any amendments; and 

Prior to issuance of a decision: 

e) a proposed Conceptual Design Scheme, Overlay Plan, Shadow Plan or Outline Plan and 

any amendments; 

f) subdivision applications; 

g) discretionary use development applications, excepting residential development unless 

subsection h) applies; 

h) any development applications where: 

i. access is proposed from an adjoining road under the control and jurisdiction of the 

other municipality, 

ii. connection to municipal water, sewer and/or stormwater system under the control 

and jurisdiction of the other municipality is proposed, or 

iii. the development affects drainage systems (overland or storm drain) under the 

control and jurisdiction of the other municipality; 

i) any development applications within a Direct Control District; 

j) a letter of concurrence for telecommunication towers; 

k) development applications for a sand and gravel pit or other extractive process, and any 

non-residential renewable energy projects (e.g., solar, wind, biofuel); and 

l) any development, including a private or public utility or works, which could have a major 

impact on the other municipality, such as development involving a major traffic or 

employment generator, potential noxious or nuisance effects (e.g., noise, odour, dust 

vibration), infrastructure or servicing impacts, waste water treatment facility including 

expansion or intensification of use, sani-dump sites and facilities, landfill, composting 
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and waste transfer sites including expansion or intensification of use, airport 

development, or other such significant impact. 

RESPONSE TIMES FOR REQUIRED INTERMUNICIPAL REFERRALS 

5.2.10 Unless otherwise agreed to by both municipalities, the receiving municipality will, from the 

date of mailing, have the following timelines to review and provide comment on 

intermunicipal referrals: 

a) 15 days for development applications, 

b) 19 days for subdivision applications, and 

c) 30 days for all other intermunicipal referrals. 

5.2.11 In the event an intermunicipal referral is forwarded to the IDP Committee for review and 

comment, a committee meeting will be scheduled as soon as possible and a written IDP 

Committee response shall be provided within 10 days of the IDP Committee meeting date. 

5.2.12 In the event either municipality and/or the IDP Committee does not reply within, or request 

an extension to, the response time for intermunicipal referrals stipulated in policy 5.2.10 or 

5.2.11, as applicable, it will be assumed that the responding municipality and/or IDP 

Committee has no comment or objection to the referred planning document or application. 

CONSIDERATION OF INTERMUNICIPAL REFERRAL RESPONSES 

5.2.13 Comments from the responding municipality and/or the IDP Committee resulting from an 

intermunicipal referral under policy 5.2.9, subsections a), b), c) and d), shall be considered by 

the municipality in which the application is being proposed, prior to second reading of the 

bylaw. 

5.2.14 Comments from the responding municipality and/or the IDP Committee resulting from an 

intermunicipal referral under policy 5.2.9, subsections e), f), g), h), i), J), k), and l), shall be 

considered by the municipality in which the application is being proposed, prior to a decision 

being rendered on the application. 

5.2.15 Upon receipt of a comment indicating issue or concern resulting from an intermunicipal 

referral, the receiving municipality will issue a written response to the responding 

municipality acknowledging receipt and consideration of the comment prior to second 

reading of the bylaw or prior to a decision being rendered on the application, as applicable. 

5.3   Plan Validity, Amendment & Repeal 

For the Plan to remain relevant, repeal or amendment may be necessary from time to time to 

accommodate changing circumstances, unforeseen situations, agreed to updates, enhance efficiency 

and effectiveness, and address administrative matters. 
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POLICIES 

PLAN VALIDITY 

5.3.1 This Plan comes into effect on the date it is adopted by both the MD of Taber and the Town 

of Taber. 

PLAN AMENDMENT 

5.3.2 Any amendment to this Plan must be adopted by both councils using the procedures outlined 

in the Municipal Government Act.  No amendment shall come into force until such time as 

both municipalities adopt the amending bylaw. 

5.3.3 Applications for amendments to this Plan by parties other than the MD of Taber and the 

Town of Taber (e.g., landowners and developers) shall be made separately to each 

municipality accompanied by the applicable fee as established by each municipality for 

processing an amendment to a statutory plan. 

5.3.4 If agreed to by both municipalities, a joint public hearing to consider amendment of the Plan 

may be held in accordance with the Municipal Government Act. 

5.3.5 Administrative staff from each municipality should review the policies of the Plan annually 

and discuss land use matters, issues and concerns within the Plan boundary on an on-going 

basis.  Administrative staff may make recommendations to their respective councils for 

amendment to the Plan to ensure the policies remain relevant and continue to meet the 

needs of both municipalities. 

REPEAL PROCESS 

5.3.6 Either municipality may, at any time, initiate repeal of the IDP upon serving a written notice 

of intent, citing reasons, to the other municipality.  Prior to repeal of the IDP by either 

municipality, the following process will be undertaken: 

a) Upon receipt of a written notice of intent to repeal the Plan, citing reasons, by either 

municipality, a meeting of the IDP Committee will be scheduled within 30 days, or a later 

date as mutually agreed upon by the municipalities, to discuss and seek resolution of the 

matter. 

b) If resolution of the matter through the IDP Committee discussions is not possible, the 

dispute resolution process in Part 6 will be undertaken.  Should the matter remain 

unresolved upon conclusion of the dispute resolution process, the municipality may 

proceed with the repeal of the Plan in accordance with the process for repeal of a bylaw 

stipulated in the Municipal Government Act. 
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5.3.7 If mutually agreed upon by both municipalities, the Plan may be repealed at any time.  Repeal 

of the Plan will be undertaken by both municipalities in accordance with the process for 

repeal of a bylaw stipulated in the Municipal Government Act.   

5.4   Implementation 

The MD of Taber and the Town of Taber agree that implementation of the Plan requires a collaborative 

approach.  While the policies of the Plan serve as the framework for decision making within the 

respective municipalities, both the MD of Taber and Town of Taber will ensure the policies are 

consistently, fairly, and reasonably implemented. 

The Municipal Government Act stipulates that all statutory plans adopted by a municipality must be 

consistent with each other.  As such, both municipalities will need to review their respective Municipal 

Development Plan and undertake any necessary amendments to achieve consistency with and to 

implement policies in the Plan.  Additionally, each municipality will make any necessary amendments 

to their respective land use bylaw to ensure consistency with the IDP plan policies. 

POLICIES 

5. 4.1 Both the MD of Taber and the Town of Taber will ensure the Plan policies are consistently, 

appropriately and reasonably implemented. 

5.4.2 The MD of Taber and the Town of Taber retain municipal authority and autonomy to make 

decisions regarding matters within their municipal boundaries on land affected by this Plan.  

Each municipality is responsible for administering the procedures and policies agreed to in 

the Plan. 

5.4.3 Both municipalities agree to maintain an open dialogue with respect to planning matters in 

the Plan Area to ensure the policies of this Plan remain relevant and continue to meet the 

needs of both municipalities.  Further, the MD and Town may wish to identify specific areas 

of interest that would benefit from additional planning studies and/or area structure plans 

in the future. 

5.4.5 A formal review of the Plan policies, whereby the IDP Committee will convene to discuss any 

issues, concerns or other matters identified with the Plan and forward a recommendation for 

consideration to the MD of Taber and Town of Taber Councils, will occur: 

a) every five years from the date of adoption of the IDP; 

b) upon any change to the Highway 3 alignment identified in the Highway 3 Functional 

Planning Study or upon commencement of construction of a Highway 3 realignment; or 

c) at the request of either municipality. 
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5.4.6 Upon adoption of the Plan and any subsequent amendment, the MD of Taber and Town of 

Taber will each undertake a review of their respective municipal development plan and land 

use bylaw and make any necessary amendments for consistency with the Plan.  It is noted 

that in the event of an inconsistency between this Plan and a lower order plan, this Plan 

prevails to the extent of the conflict or inconsistency in accordance with section 638 of the 

Municipal Government Act. 

5.4.7 The MD of Taber and Town of Taber acknowledge this Plan was prepared in conformance 

with the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan.  If the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan is 

subsequently amended, review and possible amendment of this Plan will be undertaken to 

ensure on-going compliance. 
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PART 6   DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

6.1   Dispute Resolution 

The intent of the dispute resolution process is to maximize opportunities for intermunicipal discussion 

to resolve areas of disagreement early in the process.  Despite the best efforts of both municipalities, 

it is understood that disputes may arise from time to time warranting a formalized dispute resolution 

process.  The following process is intended to settle disputes firstly through consensus before having 

to seek formal mediation and ultimately intervention at the provincial level. 

POLICIES 

GENERAL AGREEMENT 

The municipalities agree that: 

6.1.1 The Plan shall be adhered to as adopted to avoid dispute, including full circulation of any 

proposal that may affect the municipality as required in the Plan and prompt enforcement 

of Plan policies. 

6.1.2 Prior to the meeting of the IDP Committee, each municipality through its administration, will 

ensure the facts of the issue have been investigated and clarified, and information is made 

available to both parties.  Staff meetings between the municipalities are encouraged to 

discuss possible solutions. 

6.1.3 The IDP Committee should discuss the issue or dispute with the intent to seek a 

recommended solution by consensus. 

DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCESS 

In the case of a dispute, the following process will be followed to arrive at a solution: 

6.1.4 When a potential intermunicipal issue comes to the attention of either municipality relating 

to a technical or procedural matter, such as inadequate notification or prescribed timelines, 

misinterpretation of Plan policies, or a clerical error regarding the policies of this Plan, either 

municipality’s land use bylaw, or any other plan affecting lands in the Plan Area, it will be 

directed to the chief administrative officer (administrator) of each municipality.  The 

administrators will review the technical or procedural matter and if both administrators are 

in agreement, take action to rectify the matter. 

6.1.5 Should either municipality identify an issue related to this Plan that may result in a dispute 

that cannot be administratively resolved under policy 6.1.4 or any other issue that may result 

in a dispute, the municipality should contact the other and request that an Intermunicipal 

Development Plan Committee meeting be scheduled within 30 days, or a later date as 
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mutually agreed upon, to discuss the issue.  The IDP Committee will review the issue and 

attempt to resolve the matter by consensus. 

6.1.6 Should the Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee be unable to arrive at consensus, 

the administrators of each municipality will schedule a joint meeting of the MD of Taber and 

Town of Taber Councils within 30 days, or a later date as mutually agreed upon, to discuss 

possible solutions and attempt to reach consensus on the issue. 

6.1.7 In the event the councils are unable to resolve the matter, either municipality may initiate a 

formal mediation process to facilitate resolution of the issue.  Upon request by either 

municipality to initiate formal mediation, the following process shall be applicable: 

a) The MD and the Town agree that the mediation process available through Municipal 

Affairs is the preferred mechanism to facilitate mediation with each municipality paying 

an equal portion of the associated costs.  The MD of Taber and Town of Taber chief 

administrative officers (administrators) shall contact Municipal Affairs within 30 days of 

the request to initiate the mediation process. 

b) If the mediation process through Municipal Affairs is unavailable, an independent 

mediator will be retained.  The independent mediator will be selected jointly by the MD 

of Taber and Town of Taber administrators within 30 days of the request to initiate the 

mediation process.  The MD and the Town agree that each municipality will pay an equal 

portion of the mediation costs. 

FILING AN INTERMUNICIPAL DISPUTE UNDER THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT ACT 

6.1.8 In the case of a dispute involving the adoption of a statutory plan (IDP, MDP, ASP, ARP), land 

use bylaw or amendment to such, within 30 days of adoption, the municipality initiating the 

dispute may, without prejudice, file an appeal to the Municipal Government Board under 

Division 11 Intermunicipal Disputes of the Municipal Government Act so that the provincial 

statutory right and timeframe to file an appeal is not lost. 

6.1.9 The appeal may then be withdrawn, without prejudice, if a solution or agreement is reached 

between the two municipalities through the dispute resolution steps of this Plan prior to the 

Municipal Government Board meeting.  This is to acknowledge and respect that the time 

required to seek resolution or mediation through the process established in this Plan may 

not be able to occur within the 30 day appeal filing process as outlined in the Municipal 

Government Act. 

Note: Using Division 11 Intermunicipal Disputes of the Municipal Government Act is the final stage of 

dispute settlement, where the municipalities request the Municipal Government Board to intercede 

and resolve the issue. 
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DISPUTE RESOLUTION FLOW CHART 

The flow chart presented herein illustrates the dispute resolution process.  This process is not intended 

to limit the ability of either municipality to explore other methods of resolution or to choose one 

method in place of another. 
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PART 7   DEFINITIONS 
 

Acceptable farming practices means the carrying on of an agricultural operation that does not 

contravene the applicable municipality’s land use bylaw or any regulations or an approval, registration 

or authorization granted by the Natural Resources Conservation Board and does not create nuisance 

in accordance with the Agricultural Operation Practices Act. 

Adjacent means land that abuts or is contiguous to the parcel of land that is being described and 

includes land that would be contiguous if not for a highway, road, lane, walkway, watercourse, utility 

lot, pipeline right-of-way, power line, railway, or similar feature and any other land identified in a land 

use bylaw as adjacent for the purpose of notifications under the Municipal Government Act. 

Agricultural land uses mean the use of land for agricultural operations, including associated buildings, 

structures and uses, as well as uses, buildings and structures allowable within the applicable 

agricultural zoning districts of a municipality’s land use bylaw. 

Agricultural operations mean a use involving: 

a) the cultivation of land; 

b) the raising of livestock, but excluding “Confined Feeding Operations” as defined by the Agricultural 

Operations and Practices Act; 

c) the production of agricultural field crops; 

d) the production of fruit, vegetables, sod, trees, shrubs and other specialty horticultural crops; 

e) the production of eggs and milk; 

f) the production of honey (apiaries); 

g) the operation of agricultural machinery and equipment, including irrigation pumps; and/or 

h) the application of fertilizers, manure, compost, insecticides, pesticides, fungicides and herbicides, 

including application by ground and aerial spraying for agricultural purposes. 

Area Redevelopment Plan (ARP) means a redevelopment plan for a defined area within a municipality 

adopted in accordance with the Municipal Government Act.  An ARP is a statutory plan. 

Area Structure Plan (ASP) means a framework adopted by bylaw in accordance with the Municipal 

Government Act for subsequent subdivision and development of an area of land that describes the 

sequence of development, land uses, population density, location of major transportation routes and 

public utilities and other matters Council considers necessary.  An ASP is a statutory plan. 

Conceptual Design Scheme means a non-statutory design plan that provides for the orderly 

development of a parcel or group of parcels, typically identifying proposed land uses and intensity of 

development, lot layouts and sizes, roads, and general servicing information.  It is usually not adopted 

by bylaw but may be if the municipality desires to do so. 

Confined Feeding Operation (CFO) is as defined in the Agricultural Operation Practices Act. 
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Development in accordance with the Municipal Government Act means: 

a) an excavation or stockpile and the creation of either of them; or 

b) a building or an addition to, or replacement or repair of a building and the construction or placing 

of any of them in, on, over or under land; or 

c) a change of use, or a building, or an act done in relation to land or a building that results in, or is 

likely to result in, a change in the use of the land or building; or 

d) a change in the intensity of use of land or a building or an act done in relation to land or a building 

that results in, or is likely to result in, a change in the intensity of use of the land. 

Development agreement means a contractual agreement between a municipality and the applicant/ 

developer as a condition of a development permit or subdivision approval that specifies the roadways, 

utilities and other services, improvements, fees, and levies that are to be provided or paid for by the 

applicant/developer in accordance with sections 648, 650, 654 and 655 of the Municipal Government 

Act.   

Discretionary use means a use listed as discretionary within a land use district of a municipality’s land 

use bylaw. 

District means a defined area of a municipality as set out in the land use district schedules of uses and 

indicated on the land use districts map within a municipal land use bylaw. 

Farmstead means the ancillary part of an agricultural parcel developed with dwellings, buildings, 

structures, shelterbelts, dugouts, storage areas for farm equipment, produce and fertilizer, etc. 

necessary to the extensive cultivation and/or grazing use of the major portion of the title or parcel of 

land. 

Generally means, within the context of a policy, usually or in general terms. 

Grouped country residential means three or more contiguous country residential lots not including a 

farmstead containing a dwelling that may have been subdivided as the first parcel from a quarter 

section or 80 acre parcel. 

Grouped industrial means a comprehensively planned multi-lot subdivision intended to accommodate 

industrial development (buildings and uses) on land within the MD of Taber which is designated 

Grouped Rural Industrial. 

Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) Committee or the Committee means a committee of Town 

Council and MD Council with the members as assigned by each respective Council for the purposes of 

creating, monitoring and managing the current Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) and to address 

intermunicipal matters between the two municipalities as defined within the Plan. 

Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) Plan Area means the area of land within the boundaries 

identified on Map 1 of this Plan and the area to which the policies of this Plan apply. 

Isolated country residential means a dwelling located on an existing or proposed separately titled 

small holding of between 1 and less than 70 acres in a primarily rural area which is occupied or 
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intended to be occupied by persons not actively engaged full-time in the extensive cultivation or 

grazing of adjacent agricultural land. 

Isolated industrial means industrial development (buildings and uses) located on an existing or 

proposed separately titled parcel of land within the MD of Taber that is not designated Grouped Rural 

Industrial. 

Land Use Bylaw means the land use bylaw adopted by the municipality which regulates and controls 

the use and development of land and buildings within the municipality. 

Low-impact stormwater design means a land planning and engineering design approach to manage 

stormwater run‐off which emphasizes consideration and use of on‐site natural features to protect 

water quality.  It uses a set of best management practices (BMPs) which seek to reduce stormwater 

quantity and improve stormwater quality at its source. 

Major land use or planning matter means a development or planning matter that has the potential to 

affect the neighbouring municipality by virtue of its nature or significance including, but not limited to, 

uses that may generate major traffic or employment impacts, potential noxious or nuisance effects, 

or infrastructure or servicing impacts, as well as proposals for wastewater treatment facilities including 

expansion or intensification of such uses; landfill, composting and waste transfer sites including 

expansion or intensification of such uses; airport development; or other such uses that are likely to 

create significant impact. 

May means, within the context of a policy, an action that is at the discretion of the municipality. 

Municipal Council within the municipal boundary of the Town of Taber means the Town Council, and 

within the municipal boundary of the Municipal District of Taber means the Municipal District Council. 

Municipal Development Plan means a statutory plan adopted by bylaw in accordance with section 

632 of the Municipal Government Act, which is used by municipalities as a long-range planning tool. 

Municipal District or MD means the Municipal District of Taber or MD of Taber. 

Municipal Government Act (MGA) means the Municipal Government Act Revised Statutes of Alberta 

2000, Chapter M‐26, as amended.  

Must means, within the context of a policy, that the action is mandatory. 

Non-banned designation means a roadway that is not subject to municipal road bans. 

Noxious or nuisance effects means a non-agricultural use that has the potential to create undesirable 

impacts to the adjacent municipality by reason of emissions, odour, noise, vibration or glare. 

Off-site levy means the rate established by a municipal council imposed upon landowners and/or 

developers who are increasing the use of utility services, traffic services, and other services directly 

attributable to the changes that are proposed to the private property.  The revenues from the off-site 

levies are collected by the municipality and used to offset the future capital costs for expanding utility 
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services, transportation network, and other services that have to be expanded in order to service the 

needs that are proposed for the change in use of the property. 

Overlay Plan means a non-statutory conceptual design drawing that indicates how parcels of land may 

be further subdivided or developed to accommodate higher densities and coordination of road 

networks and servicing corridors between developments or the two municipalities, as applicable. 

Outline Plan means a detailed proposal for future development and subdivision of lands, typically 

prepared by a developer, that establishes land uses and open space, road network and infrastructure 

requirements for a particular area, as well as any other matters required by the municipality.  While 

an outline plan is not a statutory plan, it must be consistent with the municipality’s statutory plans, 

including the Intermunicipal Development Plan, Municipal Development Plan and any Area Structure 

Plan applicable to the area.  Upon adoption by council, a developer may proceed with redesignation, 

subdivision and development of the land. 

Permitted Use means a use listed as permitted within a land use district of a municipality’s land use 

bylaw. 

Plan means the Municipal District of Taber and Town of Taber Intermunicipal Development Plan. 

Shadow Plan means the same as Overlay Plan. 

Shall means, within the context of a policy, that the action is mandatory. 

Should means, within the context of a policy, that the action will typically be undertaken but is not 

mandatory. 

South Saskatchewan Regional Plan (SSRP) means the regional planning framework for the South 

Saskatchewan region as approved by the provincial government.  The SSRP is designed to integrate 

and achieve the Government of Alberta’s long-term economic, environmental and social objectives 

within the context of the Land Use Framework. 

Town means Town of Taber. 

Town servicing or Town water and/or sewer servicing means sewer and/or potable water service 

provided by the Town of Taber. 

Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA) means an evaluation or analysis completed by a licensed professional 

engineer (typically specializing in traffic) of the effect(s) of traffic generated by a development on the 

capacity, operations, and safety of a public road or highway and generally includes summary of any 

mitigation measures or roadway improvements required.  The analysis should provide a basis for 

determining the developer’s responsibility for specific off-site improvements. 

Will means, within the context of a policy, that the action is mandatory. 

For use specific definitions, refer to the appropriate municipal documents (e.g., Land Use Bylaw, 

Municipal Development Plan, Area Structure Plan, etc.). 
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* Refer to AB Culture and Tourism "Listing 
of Historic Resources Instructions For Use"
for HRV descriptions and categories.

¹ Alberta Culture and Tourism
  Government of Alberta, October 2020



 



11 12

131415161718

19 20 21 22 23 24

252627282930

1234

9 10 11 12

13141516

21 22 23 24

25262728

19 20 22 23 24

252627282930

32 33 34 35 36

21 22 23 24

25262728

33 34 35 36

123

Barnwell

10 - 17 - W4 10 - 16 - W4
9 - 17 - W4 9 - 16 - W4

Taber Lake

Oldman River

Municipal District of 
Taber and Town of Taber

Intermunicipal 
Development Plan

Natural Characteristics
Map 9

IDP Boundary

Town of Taber Municipal Boundary

Planning Area A

Provincial Highways

Environmentally Significant Areas¹

Waterbodies

±0 0.5 1 1.5 2
Kilometers

Aerial Photo Date: 2019
MAP PREPARED BY:

M.D. of Taber (Bylaw No.1966)
& 

Town of Taber (Bylaw No. 12-2020)

¹ Environmentally Significant Areas in
  Alberta: 2014 Update, Alberta Parks

Source:

Environmentally Significant Areas (ESAs)
illustrated on this map are based on 

macro-scale provincial data and may not 
depict the full extent of ESAs within the
Plan Area. This data is to be used for 

general information only and is supplementary
to other more detailed sources of information 

the municipalities and province may have 
regarding ESAs.
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¹ Alberta Energy Regulator, 2016
Source:

IDP Boundary

Town of Taber Municipal Boundary

Planning Area A

Provincial Highways

") Confined Feeding Operation
Waste Water Treatment Facility Buffer
- 300m
Landfill Buffer - 450m

Coal Mines¹

^ Oil/Gas Well - Active¹

!( Gas Well - Abandoned¹

Pipeline¹

· MD of Taber Airport



 



11 12

131415161718

19 20 21 22 23 24

252627282930

1234

9 10 11 12

13141516

21 22 23 24

25262728

19 20 22 23 24

252627282930

32 33 34 35 36

21 22 23 24

25262728

33 34 35 36

123

Barnwell

10 - 17 - W4 10 - 16 - W4
9 - 17 - W4 9 - 16 - W4

Taber Lake

Oldman River

Municipal District of 
Taber and Town of Taber

Intermunicipal 
Development Plan

Soil Classification

Map 11

IDP Boundary

Town of Taber Municipal Boundary

Planning Area A

Provincial Highways

Soil Classification¹
1 -  Soils with No Significant
Limitations in Use for Crops
2 - Moderately High to High
Productivity, Moderate Crop
Limitations
3 - Moderately High Productivity,
Moderately Severe Crop Limitations
4 - Low to Medium Productivity,
Severe Crop Limitations
5 -  No Annual Field Crops, Severe
Crop Limitations
6 - Some Natural Grazing Potential
but Improvement Practices Not
Feasible

8 - Unclassified

±0 0.5 1 1.5 2
Kilometers

Aerial Photo Date: 2019
MAP PREPARED BY:

M.D. of Taber (Bylaw No.1966)
& 

Town of Taber (Bylaw No. 12-2020)

¹  Canada Land Inventory, National Soil 
   DataBase, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. 1998.

Source:
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1. MD Taber Municipal Development Plan.
Bylaw No. 1723.

Source:



 




